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REGIONAL WATER QUALITY BOARD AFFIRMS RIVERSIDE’S EXISTING 
WASTEWATER PLANT MEETS ALL CURRENT & FUTURE REQUIREMENTS 

Absence of New Regulatory Requirements Goes Against City’s Claims, 
Confirms $250 million System Replacement Was Not Necessary 

JURUPA VALLEY, CA (November 1, 2013) – Earlier today, the Santa Ana Regional Water 

Quality Control Board adopted a permit concerning the regulatory requirements for the City of 

Riverside’s (Riverside) wastewater treatment facility which do not require the city to replace its 

existing wastewater system. This permit contradicts statements previously made by Riverside’s 

Mayor Bailey and affirms the unnecessary nature of the city’s decision to spend $250 million on 

a total system upgrade. 

  The adopted permit does not add new requirements to the existing list of comprehensive 

environmental regulations working to protect local water resources. In fact, the permit 

recognizes that Riverside’s current plant technology is already substantially out-performing 

environmental water quality limits, as exemplified by the award Riverside recently 

received recognizing the current treatment facility’s outstanding compliance in 2012. 

  “The permit confirms that Riverside’s $250 million system conversion was not based on 

short term or long-term necessities,” said JCSD Board President Robert Craig. “It is unfortunate 

that the city’s ratepayers are being burdened with 89% sewer fee increases to repay the debt of 

this unnecessary upgrade instead of the costs to repair and replace the needed portions of the 

existing plant.” 

  While Mayor Bailey previously stated that plant changes are “a direct result of regulatory 

changes” and that the project includes a Membrane Bioreactor (MBR) “to account for increased 

regulation that will likely become effective this year,” the permit adopted today proves that these 

statements are simply untrue. The adopted permit helps to affirm the fact that Riverside’s MBR 

system is needlessly more costly than the current treatment process and actually increases the 
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risk of not meeting environmental standards as the system is more difficult to operate than 

Riverside’s existing plant. 

  The Riverside City Council previously authorized converting the city’s existing 

wastewater treatment plant to a $250 million high-end system – a Membrane Bioreactor (MBR) 

– in lieu of maintaining its conventional facility. The unnecessary system replacement also 

comes with significant increases in operational expenses due to higher electricity demands in 

the treatment process. Riverside is now engaging in a costly lawsuit in an attempt to force these 

excessive costs on neighboring communities that have committed to using the treatment facility. 

For nearly 40-years, the Jurupa Community Services District (JCSD), and two other 

community services districts, have maintained a mutually beneficial business relationship with 

Riverside through the shared use of the city’s wastewater treatment plant. In 1990, JCSD and 

Rubidoux Community Services District (a neighboring community services district) entered into 

agreements offered by Riverside that excluded them from paying for any future upgrades to the 

plant unless mandated by environmental regulatory agencies, which has not 

occurred.  Riverside is now attempting to disregard the 1990 agreements, which they originally 

proposed, and force JCSD, Rubidoux and Edgemont Community Services District to pay $31 

million to help underwrite its upgrades. 

  “We again urge Riverside to drop its lawsuit and meet to discuss a more reasonable 

compromise that will allow for the sustaining of our nearly 40-year mutually beneficial 

relationship,” said JCSD Board President Robert Craig. “We have always agreed to pay to 

maintain the facilities in good operating order but there is no reason to impose further rate 

increases on our residents for an unnecessary and extravagant new system.” 

  Riverside unfortunately blindsided the community services districts by filing a lawsuit 

with no warning, no formal request to the JCSD board, and no signed agreement in place which 

would have required Riverside present this issue to a joint panel for review, limiting options for 

compromise and burdening JCSD ratepayers and Riverside residents with paying for an 

expensive lawsuit. JCSD will continue to act in the best interest of its ratepayers and work to 

ensure a fair solution is reached in the issue with Riverside. 

About JCSD 

Founded in 1956, the Jurupa Community Services District is a public agency known as a 
Special District, governed by a five-member, elected, Board of Directors. JCSD serves over 
107,000 people in a 48-square mile region of western Riverside County that encompasses the 
City of Eastvale and a significant portion of the City of Jurupa Valley. JCSD provides a variety of 
critical services such as water, sewer, frontage landscape and street light maintenance as well 
as graffiti abatement. JCSD also provides park maintenance and recreation program services 
throughout most of the City of Eastvale. For more information, visit our website at www.jcsd.us 
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